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INSIDE  N.I. 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

No  new  applications  for  membership  were  received  since  the  last  report  Any 
members  needing  material  for  recruiting  are  urged  to  write  to  the  Membership 
Chairman. 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

We  have  received  the  following  donation  since  the  last  report: 

Name  Donation  Preference  of  Use 

Sandrock,  Capt.  John  E.  50  Notes  - Chinese  John  Graves  Memorial  Paper 

Money  Collection 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to  the  NI 
Library. 

David  E.  Seelye 
JE60.Pari:  1967  :MP 

PARIS  ADMINISTRATION  DES  MONNAEES  ET  MEDAILLES 
La  Monnaie  de  Paris.  Vues  du  monument  et  des  ateliers. 

(A  tourist  photo/brief  history  guide.) 

Pub.  1967,  21pp,  illus. 

JFSO.SoeP:  1972:MBHNG 
SOETENS,  P.  J. 

Muntslag  bennen  de  huidige  Nederlandse  grenzen  van  circa  590-1581. 
Pub.  1972,  19pp,  illus. 

JF90.SoeP:  1962:SFM 
SOETENS,  P.  J. 

Samenvatting  Friese  muntgeschiedenis  vanaf  de  elfde  eeuw. 

Pub.  1962,  24pp,  not  illus. 

UF70.WroM:1965:SMPL 

WROCLAW  MUSEUM  OF  MEDALLIC  ART 

Sztuka  medalierska  w Polsce  Ludowej  1945-1965. 

Pub.  1965,  36pp,  w/plates. 
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JB30.WesR:1989:BCMV 
WEST,  RICHARD 

British  coins  market  value.  1990  ed. 

Pub.  1989  by  Link  House,  128pp,  illus. 

RA30.ProG:1967:KKM 

PROBSZT-OHSTROFF,  GUNTHER 

Ausstellung:  kunst  und  kultur  cler  medaille. 

Pub.  1967,  50pp,  w/plates. 

RJ20.HoeH:  1975:BGGM 

HOERNER,  HANS  VON 

Baltische  gemeinde-gerichts-medaillen. 

Pub.  1975,  24pp,  w/plates. 

CC70.HoeR:  1969:JMM 

HOESCH,  RUDOLF/GRASSER,  WALTER 

Jagddarstellungen  aufmunzen  und  medaillen. 

(Stags,  animals  on  coins  and  medals.) 

Pub.  1969,  40pp,  w/plates. 

JG92.RLBo:  1968:  AVBA 

RHEINISCHEN  LANDESMUSEUM  BONN 

Albrecht  von  Brandenburg-Ansbach  und  die  kultur  seines  zeit. 

Pub.  1968,  lllpp,  illus. 

JG98.SoeP:  1962:MK 

SOETENS,  P.  J. 

De  muntslag  in  Kampen. 

Pub.  1962,  32pp,  w/plates. 

RA50.Pari:1957:EP 

PARIS  ADMINISTRATION  DES  MONNAIES  ET  MEDAILLES 

Effigies  et  portraits.  Vingt-cing  siecles  d’ art  monetaire.  Exposition 
internationale  des  medailleurs  contemporains . 

Pub.  1957,  170pp,  w/plates. 

RD20.Pari:1956:MAPB 

PARIS  ADMINISTRATION  DES  MONNAIES  ET  MEDAILLES 

Medailles  des  anciens  Pays-Bas.  Contribution  numismatique  a 
1’ histoire  due  Protestantisme.  (An  international  exhibit.) 

Pub.  1956,  196pp,  w/plates. 

JK40.HusL:  1979:MU 

HUSZAR,  LAJOS 

Munzkatalog  Ungarn  von  1000  bis  heute. 

Pub.  1979,  366pp,  illus. 
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II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Krause  Publications  for  then- 
donation  of  the  1993  edition  of  their  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins ; and  John  L. 
Pieratt  for  his  gift  of  Pham  Thang’s  Viet  nam  men  yeu.  This  is  a history  of  Vietnam 
in  Vietnamese.  Other  donations  by  Mr.  Pieratt  will  be  acknowledged  in  a later  report. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 


DOUBLE-TAKE? 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  # 2382 


MAZE  ON  A HOPI  SYMBOL  OF 

CRETAN  COIN  MOTHER  EARTH 


In  the  illustration  above,  on  the  left  is  the  labyrinth  which  appears  on  the  reverse  of 
some  staters  and  drachms  of  Cnossus,  in  Crete,  dating  from  about  350-200  B.C.  The 
obverse  type  can  vary,  but  on  the  coin  depicted  here  it  is  the  head  of  the  goddess 
Hera. 

On  the  right  is  the  square-form  symbol  of  Mother  Earth  as  used  by  the  Hopi  Indians 
of  northern  Arizona. 

It  is  up  to  you  what  you  make  of  it! 

(References:  Most  coin  collectors  will  probably  be  familiar  with  the  coin  type,  even 
if  they  don’t  collect  ancients,  but  a readily  available  source  in  which  it  appears  is 
Richard  Plant’s  Greek  Coin  Types,  no.  2740.  For  the  Hopi  maze,  see  Frank  Waters 
Book  of  the  Hopi  (1963),  p.29.) 
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ALMORA  COINS 


Devendra  Handa,  Chandigarh,  India,  NI  # 2404 


Allan  had  published  three  unique  coins  which  "were  found  together  ‘in  Almorah  in 
the  Himalaya  Mountains',  and  passed  into  the  possession  of  Sir  Henry  M.  Elliot  and 
ultimately  became  the  property  of  Sir  H.  Clive-Bayley,  who  sold  them  to  the  British 
Museum.  They  differ  in  style,  fabric,  and  size,  from  all  other  coins  of  ancient  India, 
nor  are  their  types  to  be  paralleled."1  They  belong  to  Sivadatta,  6ivapalita  and 
Haridatta,  unknown  otherwise,  and  may  be  assigned  to  the  latter  half  of  the  second 
or  first  half  of  the  second  century  B.C.2  The  coins  of  "Sivadatta  and  Haridatta  are 
connected  by  obverse  type  and  their  legends  are  in  Prakrit.  In  place  of  the 
which  occupies  the  centre  of  these  two  coins,  that  of  Sivapalita  has  a rude  figure  - 
human  or  divine  - in  the  centre,  with  at  his  side.  All  three  coins  have  the 

legends  around  the  central  type,  with  a bull  before  a tree  in  railing  at  the  beginning 

of  the  legend The  elaborate  reverse  type  4 


which  is  common  to  all  three 


pieces  is  not  found  exactly  elsewhere,  although  it  is  built  of  well  known  symbols 


tt3 


Mitchiner  read  the  name  Hanadatta  instead  of  Haridatta  and  also  published  a billon 
half  Karshapana  (4.90gm)  from  his  own  collection.4  It  must  be  admitted  that  though 
Ha  on  his  coin  is  only  partially  visible  yet  all  the  following  letters,  i.e.,  nadatasa  are 
fairly  clear  to  admit  to  any  doubt  at  all.  Since  the  upper  parts  of  both  Ha  and  na 
have  rubbed  off  slightly  it  cannot  be  determined  with  certainty  whether  they  bore 
some  vowel-marks  or  not.  The  name  Hanadatta  sounds  somewhat  unusual.  So  the 
possibility  of  Ha  and  na  bearing  the  medial  vowels  cannot  be  ruled  out,  to  us  it  seems 
to  be  rather  more.  Mitchiner  also  published  billon  half  karshapana  from  the  British 
Museum  collection  which  he  attributed  to  Sivapalita.5  He  observed  that  "it  appears 
more  likely  that  the  three  Almora  rulers  possessed  a local  realm  adjacent  to  Ayodhya 
during  the  period  circa  130  to  100  B.C.;  before  this  region  was  conquered  by  the 
Kunindas  and  incorporated  within  their  state."6 

Mitchiner  seems  to  have  been  influenced  by  P.  L.  Gupta  who  held  that  these  coins 
were  the  issues  of  Ayodhya.7  The  latter,  however,  revised  his  views  when  he 
published  a much  better  specimen  of  a copper  coin  which  was  collected  earlier  by  an 
army  man  from  somewhere  in  Garhwal  and  the  photograph  of  which  was  given  to 
him  by  the  Curator  of  the  Nagpur  Museum  in  1977. 8 The  obverse  of  this  coin 
showed  a bull9  facing  right  on  the  top  with  two  symbols  below  it  - ‘an  arrow-head 
placed  in  a squared  square  box  and  pointing  left'  and  a three  arched  hill  with  middle 
arch  elongated.  Below  these  symbols  is  a long  curve-tailed  circle  with  a dot  inside. 

The  legend  around  beginning  at  the  front  of  the  bull  and  ending 
below  the  tail  of  the  circle  was  read  by  Dr.  Gupta  as  "Rajho  [Va 
Ja]ya-bhutasa  in  bold  letters  datable  to  second-first  century 
B.C."10  The  reverse  showed  a big  symbol  covering  the  entire 
flan.  Dr.  Gupta  restored  the  name  as  Vijayabhuti  preceded  by 
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to  have  been  a double  karshapana  of  160  rattfs  (16.64-18.72  gm)  like  the  three  coins 
published  by  Allan  but  it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  metal  is  billon  or 
copper.  Since  this  coin  has  been  found  in  the  area  where  the  three  coins  published 
earlier  by  Allan  were  found.  Dr.  Gupta  feels  inclined  to  revise  his  earlier  stand  saying 
that  "it  would  be  reasonable  to  suggest  that  there  was  a kingdom  during  this  period 
in  the  hilly  region"  but  also  observes  cautiously  that  "I  am  unable  to  say  anything 
final  about  the  attribution  of  these  coins.  Probably  future  discoveries  would  settle  this 
question."12  Since  the  legends  on  the  coins  of  Sivadatta  and  Haridatta  as  read  by 
Allan  are  very  much  rubbed  off,  Dr.  Gupta,  in  the  light  of  the  coin  published  by  him, 
feels  "tempted  to  suggest  that  the  legends  on  these  coins  might  have  been 
Sivabhutissa13  and  Haribhutisa  and  not  Sivadatasa  and  Haridatasa ,"14  So  he  thinks 
that  Sivabhuti,  Haribhuti  and  Vijayabhuti  belonged  to  one  dynasty  and  "Since  the  first 
two  kings  do  not  bear  the  epithet  Raj  ho  they  might  be  earlier  than  Vijayabhuti ”15 

A close  examination  of  the  illustrations  of  the  coin  of  Sivadatta  as  given  by  Allan  and 
Mitchiner,  however,  would  convince  anyone  of  the  correctness  of  this  name  as  the 
semi-circular  bend  of  da  is  quite  clearly  visible.  Mitchiner’s  Type  938,  which  he 
attributes  to  Hanadatta,16  also  shows  the  datasa  ending  very  clearly  as  already 
observed  above.  So  there  cannot  be  any  doubt  that  some  of  the  Almora  rulers  had 
datta  ending  names.  Dr.  Gupta’s  sweeping  remark  to  regard  the  datta  ending  as  bhiiti 
ending  names,  therefore,  cannot  be  accepted.  Besides  the  datta  and  bhiiti  ending 
names,  we  have  the  palita  ending  name  also,  as  in  Sivapalita.17  The  name  on 
Mitchiner’s  Type  939-1,  attributed  by  him  to  Sivapalita,  however,  has  recently  been 
read  as  Sivarakhita,  i.e.,  Sivarakshita.18  We,  thus,  have  datta,  palita,  rakshita  and 
bhiiti  ending  names  of  the  Almora  rulers. 

These  names  in  general  betray  the  popularity  of  Siva  and  Saivism  in  the  Almora 
region  which  is  also  corroborated  by  the  depiction  of  the  humped  bull  on  these 
coins.19  As  such,  we  feel  inclined  to  associate  the  symbol  -^o  also  with  Saivaism. 
Allan  referred  to  it  only  by  drawing  it,20  Nautiyal  identified  it  as  a design  or  a 
circular  hill  with  a flowing  river,21  Dr.  Gupta  has  described  it  as  a mirror  with 
handle22  and  M.  P.  Joshi  thinks  it  to  be  a pa$a  (noose).23  It  may  represent  Siva- 
linga  with  a channel  of  the  yonipitha  or  Siva-lihga  with  a snake.  It  may  also  be  noted 
that  the  symbol  3 ( 5 on  the  coins  of  Sivapalita  and  Sivarakshita)  described 
variously  as  a tree  in  railing24  and  ‘ an  arrow-head  placed  in  a squared  square  box  and 
pointing  left1,25  has  been  identified  recently  as  a chhattra  in  railing  by  M.  P. 
Joshi26  which  also  seems  to  have  been  associated  with  Siva  as  indicated  by  the 
names  Ahichchhattra,  ChhattreSvara  etc. 

All  the  scholars  referred  to  above,  however,  have  missed  two  other  pieces  put  under 
"Uncertain  Coins"  but  referred  to  in  the  Introduction  by  Allan.  He  observed  that  "A 
very  similar  reverse  is  found  on  the  uncertain  coin  in  PI.  XLV.20,  p.  282,  20-21,  the 
obverse  of  which  includes  the  bull  and  tree  and  the  symbol — O characteristic  of  the 
coin.  The  coins,  however,  differ  so  much  in  style  that  a connection  is  very  doubtful. 
The  only  other  coin  known  of  this  series  is  one  in  the  possession  of  Captain  R.  F.  C. 
Martin,  R.E.  The  types  are  similar  to  those  of  Sivadatta.  The  name  cannot  be  read 
with  certainty  but  the  consonants  appear  to  be  M-g-bh-t-sa."21  This  name  seems  to 
have  certainly  ended  in  bhutisa  and  if  the  first  two  letters  have  been  read  correctly. 
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the  name  may  have  been  Magabhuti,  i.e.,  Mrigabhuti.  Thus  a new  name  may  be 
added  to  the  list.  Of  the  two  coins  in  the  British  Museum,  from  the  collections  of 
Cunningham  (1894)  and  Thomas  (1850),  Allan  has  given  the  following  details:2* 


No.  Wt.  Metal,  Size 

20  54  AE,  round,  .65 


Obverse 


on  1.  Bull  to  1. 
^ on  r. 

- vLhJhJrt 


Reverse 


(-  ya  sa  Sa  sa) 

21  29  .5  similar,  but  bull 

tor- fcJhirl 


Though  Allan  found  them  to  differ  much  in  style  from  the  Almora  coins  and  thought 
the  connection  to  be  very  doubtful,  yet  a discerning  look  at  the  illustration  and  his 
description  of  the  two  coins  reveals  it  very  clearly  that  they  have  the  same  reverse 
and  the  same  symbols  on  the  obverse.  The  only  difference  is  that  the  symbols  have 
been  arranged  in  a row  with  the  legend  below.  This  arrangement  seems  to  have  been 
influenced  by  the  Panchala  coins  like  which  the  whole  of  the  obverse  device  has  been 
impressed  with  a square  die  on  a round  coin.29  These  Almora  coins,  thus,  seem  to 
have  been  connected  with  the  Panchala  coins.  Since  Almora  and  Panchala  were  the 
neighbouring  states  there  is  nothing  unnatural  in  it.  It  seems  that  the  Almora  kingdom 
extended  towards  the  south  and  south-west  and  these  coins  may  have  been  struck  in 
the  newly  extended  territory,  quite  in  consonance  with  the  numismatic  tradition  of  that 
region.30  Corroborative  evidence,  however,  is  still  the  desideratum. 


The  legend  on  the  last  mentioned  two  coins  has  been  transliterated  as  - - Y asasasa  by 
Allan  but  his  transcription  shows  it  to  be  - yashashasa  which  does  not  make  any 
sense.  The  name  seems  to  have  ended  in  ghoshasa.  If  ya  was  preceded  by  just  one 
letter,  as  indicated  by  one  hyphen  by  Allan,  it  may  have  been  Ja , and  the  complete 
name  may  thus  be  restored  as  Jayaghosha.  We,  thus,  get  the  following  names  of  the 
Almora  rulers: 


Sivadatta 
Haridatta  (?) 

Hanadatta 
Sivapalita 
Sivarakshita 
Mrigabhuti  and 
Jayaghosha 

It  is,  however,  difficult  to  arrange  these  names  chronologically  but  the  paleography, 
the  use  of  the  regal  title  and  the  fabric  indicate  that  it  may  not  have  been  much 
different  from  the  one  suggested  here. 
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the  Religious  Attitude  of  the  Local  Kingships  in  Northern  India,"  JNSI,  XXXIII 
(I),  p.  15;  etc.  identify  the  animal  as  stag.  Though  the  horns  simulate  those  of  a 
stag,  yet  the  hump  on  the  back  of  the  animal  however,  makes  it  clear  that  the 
animal  is  a bull.  See  also  Allan,  op.cit.,  p.  lxxxi;  ND,  I (II),  pp.  1-2;  Joshi, 
op.cit.,  pp.  28-29. 


20.  Allan,  op.cit.,  pp.  lxxxi,  120  and  282. 

21.  K.  P.  Nautiyal,  "The  Numismatic  History  of  Kumaon,"  JNSI,  XXIII(II),  p.  378. 

22.  ND,  I (II),  p.  1. 

23.  Joshi,  op.cit.,  p.  29. 

24.  Rapson,  op.cit.,  p.  486;  Powell  Price,  loc.  cit.;  Chakrabortty,  loc.cit.;  Allan,  loc.cit. 

25.  ND,  I (II),  p.  1. 

26.  Joshi,  loc.  cit. 

27.  Allan,  loc.  cit. 

28.  Ibid. 

29.  Ibid.,  pp.  192-204,  Pis.  XXVn-XXEX.1-9. 

30.  Cf.  Silver  coins  of  Gautamlputra  Satakarni,  Chandragupta  II  etc. 

He******************************************************************* 

WILLIAM  HI  OF  THE  NETHERLANDS  RARE  DOUBLE  DUCAT 


Only  one  1867  Double  Ducat  in  proof  is  available  to  collectors,  as  the  other  two  or 
three  that  were  struck  are  in  museum  collections.  The  coin  shows  a standing  knight 
on  the  obverse  with  a bundle  of  arrows  in  the  knight’s  left  hand,  a symbol  of  the 
collaboration  of  the  provinces  in  the  early  Republic.  The  reverse  has  the  standard 
legend  in  a decorated  square  seen  on  all  Dutch  Ducats:  MONETA  ORDINUM 

PROVINCIARUM  FOEDERATARUM  BELGII  AD  LEGEM  IMPERR1  (coin  of  the 
provinces  of  the  United  Netherlands  according  to  the  law  of  the  empire). 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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A COIN  COLLECTOR  WITH  SOME  PURPOSE 


Dr.  S.  D.  S.  Charak,  Jammu,  India 

Sometimes  it  gives  us  some  surprise  to  leam  about  the  incredible  number  of  ancient 
coins  being  excavated  form  the  earth  or  recovered  from  some  people  who  happen  to 
possess  them  without  realising  their  historical  or  cultural  value.  One  such  hoard  of 
coins  is  in  the  possession  of  Shri  Jatinder  Mahajan  of  Pathankot  (N1  member  #2365), 
a numismatist  with  some  purpose  who  has  made  his  mark  in  this  field.  The  most 
surprising  thing  about  his  collection,  which  exceeds  twenty  thousand  coins,  is  the  fact 
that  almost  all  of  these  coins  have  been  recovered  from  the  small  region  around 
Pathankot,  lying  between  the  Ravi  and  Bias  rivers,  and  the  hoard  has  been  built  up 
during  about  the  last  two  decades,  little  by  little.  His  hoard  includes  almost  all 
varieties  of  coins  of  rulers  and  dynasties  which  ruled  over  north-western  India  from 
the  pre-Mauryan  years  up  to  Mughal  Emperors,  particularly  in  the  mountainous  and 


Mughal  Silver  Coins,  1526-1857  AD. 


sub-mountain  region  between  the  Indus  and  the  Satiuj.  About  nine  thousand  coins 
in  his  collection  belong  to  ancient  rulers,  including  558  of  Kushana  and  7,173  of 
Hindu  Shahi  ruler  Samant  deva,  and  609  belong  to  the  Ghaznavid  ruler  Khusrau. 

Mr.  Jatinder  Mahajan,  a Salt  Manufacturer  by  profession,  has  recently  acquired  275 
Punch-Mark  coins  which  have  been  considered  to  be  the  indigenous  coinage  of  India, 
known  to  Sanskrit  scholars  as  Puranas  (Ancient)  or  Dharanas.  These  series  have  been 
assigned  to  a period  from  6th  century  B.C.  to  1st  century  A.D.  by  numismatists.  A 
few  pieces  in  his  collection  are  the  "Bent-bar"  type  confined  to  the  north-western 
region,  particularly  Gandhar  and  Kabul.  These  are  the  earliest  Indian  coinage  known 
to  Ancient  as  Satamana.  The  Punch-Mark  coins  are  rectangular  and  circular  flat 
pieces  of  thin  silver,  and  "more  rarely  copper".  Mt.  Jatinder  Mahajan  has  acquired 
a lot  of  124  copper  pieces-  indeed  a rare  valuable  hoard  which  will  require  close 
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Mughal  Silver  Coins,  1526-1857  AD. 


study.  All  of  these  coins  are  cut  from  a hammered  sheet  of  metal  and  clipped  to  the 
weight.  One  side  (the  obverse)  of  the  coins  is  occupied  by  a large  number  of  symbols 
impressed  into  the  metal  by  means  of  separate  punches.  The  reverse  in  some  cases 
is  left  blank,  but  in  most  cases  one,  two,  or  three  minute  and  simple  symbols  appear. 
These  coins  are  therefore  a "great  storehouse  of  symbols"  and  some  550  groupings 
have  been  found  on  them.  The  importance  of  these  symbols  is  not  clear.  Some 
scholars  take  them  to  be  Tantric  symbols.  In  the  view  of  others  these  represent  the 
marks  of  various  merchants  and  traders  guilds  (srenis)  as  these  were  the  institutions 
authorised  to  issue  coins  in  ancient  India  before  the  device  was  taken  by  the  imperial 
power.  Some  republican  tribes  may  also  have  issued  Punch-Marked  coins  with  their 
own  special  republican  marks  of  the  republics  who  issued  their  own  coins.  Sialkot- 
Jammu-Kangra  belt,  Audumbaras,  Trigartas,  Yaudheyas  and  the  great  confederacy  of 
Salva-Madras  have  not  left  their  name  on  the  coins,  or  at  least  none  have  so  far  been 
discovered.  It  is  probable  that  the  Madras,  who  held  sway  over  northern  Punjab  and 
hill  with  their  nucleus  at  Sakala  (Sialkot)  and  Jammu  region,  may  have  issued  un- 
inscribed Punch-Marked  coins.  Jatinder  Mahajan’s  hoard  of  275  coins  of  this  series 
recovered  from  this  tract  may  help  solve  this  mystery. 


His  collection  is  rich  in  Kushana  series  as  well,  some  558  pieces  - 5 of  Whima 
Kadphises,  199  of  Kanishka  and  350  of  Huvishka  and  Vasudeva.  Among  tribal  coins 
he  has  3 of  Kunnida  and  16  of  Yaudheyas  belonging  to  2nd  and  1st  century  B.C.  Of 
Kshatrapa  fabric  there  are  38  pieces,  and  36  of  Huna  king  Torman.  His  collection 
contains  135  coins  of  Kashmir  series  of  14  Hindu  rulers  (including  11  on  Queen 
Didda)  beginning  with  Lalitaditya  (about  750  A.D.)  to  Sangram  Dev  who  died  in 
1256.  Of  muslim  Sultans  of  Kahmir  there  are  138  coins  of  Sikander  Shah,  Hassan 
Shah,  Mohammad  Shah  and  Nadir  Shah. 
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The  valuable  part  of  Mr.  Jatinder  Mahajan’s  collection  are  the  coins  of  Hindu  Shahis, 
also  called  shahis  of  Ohind  or  Waihind,  and  the  Maharajas  of  Kangra.  Of  the  fabric 
these  7,173  coins  of  "Samanta-deva"  type,  all  of  which  invariably  bear  the  symbols 
of  "Bull  and  Horseman".  On  the  reverse  are  inscribed  the  King’s  name  in  Nagari 
script  above  a seated  bull,  whereas  reverse  shows  a "Horseman"  with  a lance  aimed 
toward  earth.  The  Hindu  shahis,  who  ruled  in  Kabul  and  Lahore  from  860  to  about 
1015  A.D.,  seem  to  have  popularised  the  "bull-horseman"  symbols  which  was  adopted 
even  by  Ghaznavids  and  Mamluks  before  Balban  and  Rathore  rulers,  long  after  the 
extinction  of  Hindu  Shahis.  The  same  symbols  are  found  on  the  Maharaja  of  Kangra- 
Traigartta  state,  of  which  his  collection  has  4,145  coins,  a complete  series  of  the  14 
kangra  rulers  beginning  with  Kapa  Chander  (1275-1330  A.D.)  to  Tarlok  Chander 
(1563-1610  A.D.),  the  last  Katoch  ruler.  The  bull  symbols  can  be  traced  on  some 
Punch-Marked  coins  of  6th  - 2nd  century  B.C.  and  on  Indo-Greek  fabric  of 
Apollodotus  and  Philoxenus,  and  horseman  on  Indo-Greek  and  Indo-Scythian  coins 
of  Antimachus  Nikephorus,  Philuxenus,  and  Azes.  However,  C.  J.  Brown  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  seated  bull  and  horseman,  the  almost  invariable  devices  on  Rajput 


Horseman  on  Indo-Greek  Silver  Coin 

copper  and  billon  coins,  were  introduced  by  the  Hindu  Shahi  King  of  Gandara  and 
Ohind.  The  collection  of  Mr.  Mahajan’s,  if  studied  closely,  will  throw  some  more 
light  on  the  antiquity  of  these  and  some  other  popular  symbols.  His  group  of  275 
Punch-Marked  coins  also  reveal  a number  of  new  symbols  in  addition  to  the  already 
known  550  symbols.  Thus  Mr.  Mahajan’s  collection  of  ancient  coins  and  those  of 
Kangra  Maharajas  numbering  13,135  pieces  are  going  to  add  fresh  knowledge  to  the 
already  known  facts  on  numismatic  science.  In  addition  he  possesses  over  5,300  coins 
of  the  Sultans  and  Emperors  of  Delhi  and  1,232  unclassified  pieces.  To  this  he  is 
adding  more  pieces  in  order  to  complete  the  series  issued  by  various  ruling  dynasties 
and  houses,  thereby  enriching  his  collection. 
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A NUMISMATIC  GUESSING  GAME 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  # 2382 

Fig.  1 is  an  enlargement  of  an  interesting  and  puzzling  bronze  coin  (actual  diameter 
15mm)  which  I bought  here  in  Manchester  about  two  years  ago.  Readers  of  the  NI 
BULLETIN  might  care  to  try  their  hands  at  its  identification. 


Fig.  1 


The  dealer  from  whom  I bought  the  piece  scratched  his  head  in  puzzlement  when  I 
asked  him  what  it  was  and  how  much  he  wanted  for  it.  He  held  it  first  one  way  up, 
then  another.  Finally,  he  scratched  his  head  again  and  asked  for  £1. 

It  didn’t  dawn  on  me  for  a while  what  it  might  be,  and  even  when  I thought  I’d  "got 
it",  I wasn’t  at  all  sure.  Indeed,  to  check  that  I wasn’t  just  "seeing  things",  I sent  it 
to  the  Manchester  Museum  for  a second  opinion.  The  curator  wasn’t  sure  either,  but 
he  thought  I was  probably  correct! 

See  what  you  think.  Your  only  clue:  the  coin  was  a metal  detector  find  from  the 
Doncaster  area  of  South  Yorkshire,  England.  Also,  in  case  you  are  wondering,  the 
coin  isn’t  very  worn.  In  fact,  I would  put  its  state  of  preservation  at  GF+!  So  there 
isn’t  great  scope  for  the  imagination  playing  tricks  with  misty  detail. 


Solution  (?) 


First,  turn  the  coin  this  way  up  (Fig.  2).  It  can  then  be  interpreted  as  a very  barbarous 
local  copy  of  a Roman  coin  like  that  pictured  in  Fig.  3 (which  is  about  1-1/2  times 
actual  size).  This  is  known  as  a FEL.TEMP.REPARATIO  type,  after  the  reverse 
legend.  It  depicts  a soldier  advancing  left,  spearing  a fallen  horseman.  It  is  the  giant 
"spear  point"  on  the  reverse  of  Fig.  2 which  clinches  it,  I think. 

The  coin  shown  in  Fig.  3,  incidentally,  is  one  of  Constantius  II  (A.D.  337-361),  so 
that  this  barbarous  copy  - if  that  is  what  it  is!  - must  date  from  the  late  fourth  to  early 
fifth  century  A.D.,  possibly  later. 
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For  another  barbarous  copy  of  the  same  type,  see  Fig.  3 in  my  article  "A  Tendency 
to  Abstraction?"  in  the  August,  1992  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 


NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

The  most  ancient  money  with  the  name  of  Bosnia,  or  connected  with  it  as  a self- 
governing  district,  describes  the  ruler  as  a Ban;  a piece  of  Stephen  I (1272-90)  reads 
Stefan.  Banvs,  but  the  later  coinage  bears  the  word  Rex.  The  types  are  borrowed  from 
Servia,  Aquileia,  etc.,  and  in  common  with  the  entire  body  of  Danubian  money  are 
unexceptionally  Christian.  The  territory,  of  which  the  confines  were  never  very 
sharply  defined,  was  claimed,  if  not  governed,  at  successive  epochs  by  Servia  and 
Hungary;  in  1463  it  became  a Turkish  province,  and  it  is  at  present  [1897]  an 
Austrian  one,  notwithstanding  repeated  efforts  to  shake  off  a foreign  yoke. 

Taken  from  W.  Carew  Hazlitt,  The 
Coinage  of  the  European  Continent,  1897. 


(Submited  by  David  Block) 
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ST.  BRENDAN,  IRELAND’S  OWN  COLUMBUS 


Peter  S.  Horvitz,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  NI  # 2215 

The  years  1892-1893  were  outstanding  ones  throughout  Europe  and  the  Americas  for 
numismatic  tributes  to  Christopher  Columbus.  Many,  though  not  all,  of  these  tributes 
centered  around  the  1893  Chicago  World’s  Fair. 

One  outgrowth  of  this  Columbus  bonanza  of  the  late  nineteenth  century  was  a number 
of  numismatic  tributes  to  other  early  explorers  of  the  Americas.  In  1893,  there 
appeared  a medal  in  honor  of  Leif  Ericson.  This  was  followed  in  1925  by  the  Norse 
American  Centennial  medal  of  James  Earle  Fraser,  which  also  honored  Leif  Ericson 
by  showing  the  date  of  his  voyage.  In  1903,  Victor  D.  Brenner  produced  a beautiful 
plaquette  in  honor  of  Americus  Vespucci  for  the  American  Numismatic  Society. 

In  this  tradition,  in  1911,  John  Mowbray  Clarke  honored  an  historical  figure  who, 
according  to  legend,  was  the  very  first  European  to  reach  America. 

According  to  the  story,  St.  Brendan  (or  Brennain  in  Irish)  sailed  west  from  Ireland 
with  seventeen  fellow  monks  in  a leather-hulled  curragh,  a type  of  boat  still  used  by 
Irish  fishermen.  The  traditional  dates  for  Brendan’s  voyage  is  565  to  573  A.D. 
Brendan  encountered  many  adventures  on  his  voyage,  according  to  The  Voyage  of 
Saint  Brendan  the  Abbot,  the  medieval  Latin  account.  This  book  was  one  of  the  "best 
sellers"  of  the  Middle  Ages  and  was  translated  into  French,  English,  Saxon,  Flemish, 
Irish,  Welsh,  Breton,  and  Scottish  Gaelic.  The  story  was  familiar  to  Columbus  and 
mentioned  by  him  in  his  log  for  August  9,  1492. 

Among  Brendan’s  adventures  were  demons  who  hurled  fire  at  the  monks.  Modern 
scholars  have  speculated  that  this  may  refer  to  a volcanic  eruption.  Brendan  also 
encountered  a floating  crystal  column.  This  is  believed  to  be  an  iceberg.  Brendan’s 
boat  landed  on  an  island,  which  then  moved  and  swam  off,  a giant  fish.  This  is 
believed  to  refer  to  a whale.  The  final  goal  of  Brendan’s  voyage  was  the  "Promised 
Land  of  the  Saints,"  a large  and  fertile  island,  divided  by  a great  river.  Speculation 
associates  this  with  North  America. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Brendan  was  an  historical  figure,  an  abbot  of  a Benedictine 
monastery  which  he  had  founded  at  Clonfert  in  eastern  Galway.  Brendan  is  believed 
to  have  been  born  around  484  and  he  died  in  578.  Little  else  is  known  of  the 
historical  figure. 

But  there  have  always  been  those  who  have  accepted  the  story  of  Brendan’s  voyage 
as  historical.  On  May  17,  1976,  a group  of  enthusiasts  set  out  from  Ireland  in  a 
faithful  reproduction  of  a medieval  curragh  to  prove  the  plausibility  of  the  Brendan 
tale.  On  June  26,  1977,  they  successfully  reached  Newfoundland.  An  account  of 
their  voyage  appears  in  the  December,  1977  issue  of  National  Geographic. 

The  1911  medal  was  the  third  in  a series  of  twelve  medals  issued  by  the  United  States 
based  Circle  of  Friends  of  the  Medallion  issued  between  1909  and  1915.  The  medal 
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is  cast  in  bronze  and  measures  70  millimeters. 


The  obverse  shows  a facing  half-length  figure  of  the  bearded  saint,  with  his  head 
turned  slightly  to  this  right.  In  his  right  hand  he  holds  his  boat,  which  on  this  medal 
looks  more  like  an  argosy  than  an  Irish  curragh.  In  his  left  hand  he  holds  Jasconius, 
the  great  fish  (or  whale)  on  which  his  boat  landed.  The  inscription  reads  BEATVS 
BRENDANVS  DEVELATOR  AMERICAE  PRISCVS  or  "Saint  Brendan  First 
Discoverer  of  America."  At  the  end  of  the  inscription  is  a shamrock.  In  the  exergue 
is  the  date  Ao  Di  DLXV  or  "565  A.D."  The  date  is  divided  by  a primitive  version 
of  the  Irish  harp.  The  whole  design  is  surrounded  by  a circle  of  dots. 

The  reverse  shows  a clean-shaven  young  man,  wearing  only  a cloth  about  his  waist. 
His  arms  are  outspread  and  there  is  a sunburst  behind  his  head.  He  stands  on  a piece 
of  ground.  A bird  is  flying  over  his  head.  To  the  right  of  him  is  a grail-like  cup. 
The  inscription  above  his  head,  in  Irish  style  lettering,  reads,  HE  THAT  SEEKETH 
SHALL  FIND.  The  bottom  half  of  the  design,  behind  the  legs  of  the  young  man,  has 
this  inscription,  also  in  Irish  style  letters,  O YE  TOILSOME  MEN  / O EVER 
WEARY  LIFE  / EXPECTING  THIS  LAND  / STAY  A LITTLE  NOW  / FROM 
YOUR  LABOUR...  Two  small  crosses  pattee  appear  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
inscription.  Under  this  inscription,  in  very  small  letters,  is  the  signature  of  the  artist, 
MOWBRAY  CLARKE. 

The  top  edge  of  the  medal  has  the  following  inscription  in  large,  incused  letters: 
CIRCLE  OF  FRIENDS  1911.  On  the  bottom  edge,  in  smaller,  incused  letters  appears 
J.  K.  DAVISON  / PHILA.,  the  mark  of  the  medal’s  manufacturer. 

Lacking  any  physical  evidence  to  confirm  the  historicity  of  his  voyage,  St.  Brendan 
must  remain  a hero  of  speculation  rather  than  of  fact.  However,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  the  inspiration  that  his  story  provided  for  many  explorers  that  followed  after 
him,  including  Columbus  himself.  It  seems  appropriate  that  the  westernmost  nation 
of  classical  Europe  should  have  provided  the  first  known  link  between  Europe  and  the 
New  World. 
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MORE  ON  ABSTRACTIONS 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  # 2382 


Continuing  on  from  my  article  in  the  August,  1992  NI  Bulletin  (pp.  152-156),  the 
following  two  medieval  French  coins  are  of  interest  as  examples  of  coin  designs 
which  have  "lost”  their  original  meaning  and  "gone  abstract".  These  two  are 
interesting  because  the  prototype  designs  were  themselves  already  abstract:  it  is  the 
legends  which  have  gone  astray! 


Fig.  1 


The  first  of  these  (Fig.  1)  is  an  issue  of  the  Bishops  of  Le  Puy  in  the  Auvergne, 
dating  from  about  the  12th  century.  Seemingly  anepigraphic  the  marginal  zig-zags  are 
in  fact  degenerate  legends,  as  comparison  with  the  earlier  form  of  the  coin  shows 
(Fig.  2) 

It  is  tempting  to  see  this  example  of  abstraction  as  the  result  of  almost  pure  idleness 
on  the  part  of  the  engravers! 


Our  second  example  (Fig.  3)  is  an  issue 
of  the  Bishops  of  Maguelonne  in  the 
County  of  Melgueil  (Languedoc),  dating 
from  the  12- 13th  centuries.  These 
peculiar  looking  coins  are  apparently 
derived  from  earlier  issues  of  Raymond 
I of  Narbonne  (Fig.  4).  What  is 
interesting  is  that  though  degenerate,  the 


(a) 


Fig.  4 


legends  are  still  readable,  once  you  know  what  you  are  looking  for  (Fig.  5). 
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N A R B O N A 

Fig.  5. 

The  "disintegration"  of  the  letters  here  is,  I think,  explicable  in  terms  of  the  way  the 
letters  were  put  together  by  medieval  French  coin-die  engravers.  The  letters  appear 
to  have  been  sunk  into  the  dies  using  a series  of  basic-shape  punches,  somewhat  as 
shown  in  Fig.  6. 


□ = Block 

V 

= Triangle 

(X  = Crescent 

U = Stroke 

SI 

= Wedge 

© = Circle 

Fig.  6 


There  are  variations  in  letter-formation,  but  to  take  one  or  two  specific  examples,  the 
characteristic  S of  medieval  French  coinage  is  formed  from  two  crescents  and  two 
triangles  (Fig.  7a);  an  E can  be  formed  from  a block  and  three  triangles  (Fig.  7b);  an 

s [£  [R  W M 

(a)  (k)  ® w)  (e) 

Fig.  7 

R from  a block,  a crescent  and  a triangle  (Fig.  7c);  a V from  two  wedges  (Fig.  7d) 
an  N from  two  blocks  and  a stroke  (Fig.  7e);  and  so  on  through  the  alphabet. 

Such  a piecemeal  formation  of  letters  makes  it  easier  to  understand  how  the 
degeneration  of  Fig.  5 came  about  at  the  hands  of  semi-literate  or  illiterate  die- 
engravers.  Put  simply,  if  letters  are  formed  from  bits,  you  can  more  easily  malform 
them  if  you  don’t  fully  understand  the  precise  relationship  between  the  bits.  (Non- 
speakers of  Chinese,  like  me,  who  have  ever  tried  to  make  a precise  copy  of  an 
involved  Chinese  character  will  know  what  I mean  here!)  Even  on  more  literate 
productions,  letter  forms  can  get  curiously  distorted  - as,  for  example,  the  R of 
RAIMVND  in  Fig.  4b.  A careless  or  shaky  hand  could  easily  mis-position  part  of  a 
letter,  though  in  the  case  of  the  R just  mentioned,  it  looks  like  the  engraver  tried  to 
do  the  job  using  the  wrong  punches! 

As  for  Fig.  1,  dare  we  venture  to  speculate  that  the  die  engravers  took  one  look  at  the 
intricate  array  of  punch-marks  needed  for  a proper  legend,  and  thought  "blow  it!". 
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SOUTH  BALTIC  REGIONS 


The  Bishopric  of  Dorpat 

John  S.  Davenport,  Mt.  Dora,  Florida,  NI  # 602 


(Continued  from  September,  1992) 


188  FERDING,  1528,  1529,  1532,  1533,  1534,  1539 

o SANTVS  o-o  PETRVS  - O,  St.  Peter  over  4 part  arms. 

+ MONETA  + NOVA  * AR  * TAR(P)(T),  bishop’s  arms  with  date  above. 
H-C  6555-8,  8538-41  F 46,  50  S 1147-64 


189  SCHILLING,  1534,  1540,  1541,  1542,  n.d. 


+DOMI(NV)(S).  IOHA(N)(T).  EL(EC).  TA(R)(P)(T),  family  arms, 
x MON(ETA).  NOVA.  TA(R)(P)(T)(A),  date,  bishop’s  arms. 

H-C  4513-4,  6559-65,  10700-4  F 51-3,  55  S 1165 


190  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

+ IOHANNES.  DEI.  EPS.,  facing  head. 

+ MON:  NO:  TARPATEN,  bishop’s  arms  with  4 pellets. 
F 54 
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191 


ARTIG,  n.d. 


.DO(MS).  10.  (EPI).  EL,  TA(R),  family  arms. 
.MO(NETA).  NO.  TA’,  bishop’s  arms. 

H-C  4515,  10705  F 56  S 1208-11 


JOBST  von  der  RECHE  1543-1552 
resigned  1552  f 1567 


192  2 TALERS,  1545 

IODOCVS.  A.  RECK.  EPISCOPVS.  AC.  DNS.  TERBATEN,  bust  r. 
CIVITATIS  BENEDICTIONE  RECTOR.  FORTUNATVR,  arms  with  mitre, 
crosier  and  sword. 

S-R  4177A  Madai  3418  Perhaps  a medal. 


193  SCHILLING,  1542,  1543,  1544 

+ DNS.  IVDOCVS  * EL  * TA,  family  arms,  half  date  above. 

+ MONE  * NOVA  * CIVITA(S),  bishop’s  arms. 

A.  A 1543  with  NOVA.  TARP(A)T  S 1217 

H-C  4516,  6566-7  F 57-8  S 1212-28 


194  SCHILLING,  1543,  1544,  1545,  1546,  1547,  1548,  1549,  1550,  n.d. 

+ IODOCVS.  (A).  RE(CK).  EP.  DA  or  TAR  or  TERP,  date,  family  arms. 
.MO:  NO(VA).  TARPATE(A),  bishop’s  arms. 

A.  WithTERBATE 

The  1545  has  the  date  on  the  reverse. 

H-C  6569-71  F 59-65  S 1212-5,29-48 
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195 


1/2  MARK,  1557 


* HERMAN:  DEI:  GRA:  EPIS:  TAR(P),  4 part  arms. 

* MONETA:  NOV:  TARPATENSIS,  bishop’s  arms  dividing  date. 

F 75  S 1249 


196  FERDING,  1554,  1555,  1556,  1557,  1558,  n.d. 


*HER(M)(A)(N)  D(EI).  G(R).  EP(I)(SCOP):  (TA)(RPA),  bishop’s  and 
family  arms. 

*MONE(TA).  N(0)VA.  TA(R)(PAT),  date,  bishop’s  arms. 

H-C  4517,  6572-6,  8546-9  F 66-7,  69-70,  72-3,  76-7,  79-80 
S 1250-1310 


.HER(MA).  DEI.  G.  EP(I).TA,  family  arms. 
MO(NETA).  NOVA.  TA,  date,  bishop’s  arms. 
H-C  6577,  10708  F 68,  71,  74,  78 
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BOOK  NEWS  81  REVIEWS 

Some  further  thoughts  on: 

OCHFESSICMS  OF  A NUWTaBTIC  FANATIC:  HOW  TO  GET  TOE  M3ST  OUT  OF  COIN 

COLLBJl'LNG.  By  Frank  A.  Robinson.  Clio's  Cabinet,  Lodi,  Wisconsin,  1992. 
Hardcover,  210  pages,  photographs.  Available  from  Frank  S.  Robinson,  Bax 
^ 2064,  Albany,  NY  12220.  Price  is  $19.95  plus  $1.65  shipping. 

Robinson  dedicates  "The  Book"  on  world  coin  collecting  to  his  wife,  whom  he 
"loves  even  more  than  coins."  This  is  entirely  appropriate,  for  the  author 
makes  clear  what  he  means  by  a "Numismatic  Fanatic":  only  one's  loved  ones 

— family — could  matter  more. 

For  all  that,  this  work  exudes  a light-hearted,  don't-take-your-coins-too- 
seriously  attitude.  It  boils  down  to  an  appreciation  for  art,  history,  the 
fraternity  of  fellow  collectors,  and  the  thrill  of  the  chase.  One  could  also 
call  numismatics  an  ideal  escape  from  the  routine,  the  struggle  for  everyday 
existence.  Robinson  is  not  part  of  any  "industry,"  nor  does  he  really  care 
about  the  "market."  Although  he  is  a coin  dealer  who  has  bought  and  sold  as 
many  coins  as  anyone — and  perhaps  more  different  coins  than  anyone — what  we 
are  reading  here  are  the  confessions  of  an  amateur,  in  its  original  sense: 
someone  who  loves  what  he  does. 

One  chapter  is  perhaps  typical:  "The  Rarest  of  the  Rare — But  Not  Necessarily 
the  Costliest."  The  author  describes  encounters  with  unique  coins  he  has  been 
able  to  identify  as  such.  This  experience  really  is  possible  for  anyone 
willing  to  specialize — for  years  and  years.  Once  a collector  knows  as  much, 
and  cares  as  much,  as  anyone  else  regarding  a particular  series,  "discoveries" 
^ became  a more  distinct  possibility.  Be  it  a new  variety,  die-pairing,  date, 
m mint,  assay er,  or  even  a brand  new  type,  a discovery  adds  to  the  science,  like 
the  biologist  discovering  a new  species.  Such  a piece  may  have  passed  through 
countless  hands — all  the  better!  The  trick  lies  in  seeing  it  for  what  it 
really  is. 

Yes,  this  book  helps  the  reader  to  see.  Other  chapters  which  accomplish  this 
goal  examine  time-honored  concepts  like  "Knowledge  is  Power, " concerning 
numismatic  literature.  Books  are  but  one  of  the  keys  to  knowledge — though  a 
crucial  first  step — which  Robinson  describes.  Each  and  every  chapter  is 
replete  with  the  never-ending  novel  experiences  one  life-long  collector  has 
enjoyed,  ones  which  every  reader  can  identify  with  and  yearn  for.  If  not 
contagious,  the  joys  the  author  shares  with  us  reflect  a highly  infectious 
enthusiasm,  and  act  as  a wake-up  call  to  all  numismatists,  from  neophyte 
collectors  to  old-timers. 

An  eye-opening  book  is  one  which  improves  with  age  and  will  never  become 
dated.  In  the  field  of  stric±ly  "American"  numismatics,  works  like  Penny 
Whimsy  come  to  mind,  or  the  young  Q.  David  Bower's  Coins  and  Collectors. 
Robinson's  work  will  prove  equally  timeless,  and  adds  one  simple  twist:  it 
practically  begs  to  be  translated  into  other  languages,  for  it  would  appeal  to 
the  collecting  fraternity  world-wide.  The  work  neither  extols,  to  exclusion, 
k nor  rejects  U.S.  coins.  Rather,  Chinese,  Ancient,  English,  and  American  coins 
P are  but  a few  of  the  fields  treated,  all  in  the  same  vein.  Uniting  people  and 
their  pursuit  of  knowledge,  in  a spirit  of  joy,  is  what  numismatics,  and  any 
worthwhile  endeavor  in  life,  is  all  about. 

Reviewed  by  David  Fiero. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Richard  Bode,  P.  O.  Box  1151,  Emporia,  KS  66801:  Philippine  Guerrilla  currency 
wanted.  Especially  needed  are  notes  from  the  scarcer  provinces  - Lanao,  Romblon, 
Misamis  Oriental,  Culion,  Masbate,  and  municipal  notes  from  Leyte  and  Samar.  Will 
buy  or  trade  for  other  guerrilla  notes  or  for  world  coins. 

Gregory  G.  Brunk,  P.  O.  Box  1101,  Noble,  OK  73068:  I am  working  on  revised 
editions  of  American  and  Canadian  Countermarked  Coins  and  World  Countermarked 
Coins.  I would  appreciate  it  if  readers  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  would  write  to  me  about 
their  unlisted  specimens.  I will  be  glad  to  provide  any  information  that  I can,  and 
will  include  their  pieces  in  the  forthcoming  editions. 

Phil  Wing,  P.  O.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati,  OH  45258:  British  Coins  Wanted  - 
All  Hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  or  Better.  All  silver  coins  1660-1760  VF 
or  Better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  Better.  Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins. 
Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE;  The  NI  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items  for 
attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  the  September,  1990  issue  for  rules  regarding 
items  sent  in,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Attribution  Service  at  the  regular  Dallas 
address  before  sending  items. 


THE  SUICIDE  KING 


The  Dollar  of  5 Gourde  coins  of  Haiti  in  the  early  1800’s  has  on  their  obverse  the 
bust  of  King  Henri  in  the  ancient  Roman  style.  The  inscription  is,  HENRICUS  DEI 
GRATIA  HAITI  REX,  and  the  date.  Henri  is  the  man  who  shot  himself  reluctantly 
with  a silver  bullet,  as  there  were  no  gold  bullets  available  to  him  for  such  a great 
task. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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